Foreword
The fiction written by Westerners about Asia,
and about the Western experience in Asia, is exten-
sive. Much of it is of a quality which places it
within thi forefront of Western literature as a whole,
a distinction which few would deny to, for example,
Joseph Conrad, For the South Asian part of the
Western experience, its longest chapter and the one
in which the largest number of Westerners have
been involved over time, there are, among many,
three particularly outstanding novels by Westerners
which succeed in capturing not only the lights and
shadows of the Western role and its perspectives but
also much of the Asian side and its very different
perspectives. Forster's A Passage to India is justly
admired for this among its other virtues, as is
George Orwell's Burmese Days. The third novel is
Leonard Woolf s Village in the Jungle, It was first
published in 1913, well before either of the other
two. Woolf knew both Orwell (Eric Blair's nom de
plume) and Forster(his contemporary at Cambridge)
and both doubtless read Village in the Jungle long
before they contemplated their own Asian-set novels,
but it is not easy to detect any influence on them
by Woolf. More than either, and more I think than
any other Western novelist, Woolf has succeeded in